GATHERING

Welcome

The Rev. Anna Woofenden

As we gather for the 121st convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Western
Massachusetts, we pause to notice where we all came from this morning. Some of
us drove from various places throughout Western Mass and some of you are
attending from your homes or churches. Wherever we are this morning, I invite us
to pause and notice that there is ground and soil, land beneath our feet. (Yes, even
in this conference room.) There is sky and sun and clouds above our heads. As we
quiet ourselves we might notice our breath and as we breathe in and out, we
remember how the air connects us with all of creation and with our interconnected
human family. As we bring our attention to the places we are, we recognize that we
live, work,worship, and serve on Indigenous lands. Lands that hold stories. We
pray for the courage to hold space for those stories and we pause to name the
Indigenous peoples and nations on whose land our churches and places of worship
now reside.
(Agawam, Mohican, Nipmuc, Nonotuck, Pennacook, Pocumtuck, and Wabanaki
Nations.)
And as we gather this morning to sing a new song, we listen for the stories and the
songs that have come before, the way creation has been praising since it began, and
how we too are continually called to be created anew.
Today we gather to sing a new song.

The Rev. Nina R. Pooley

I Will Sing a New Song, by Howard Thurman
The old song of my spirit has wearied itself out.
It has long ago been learned by heart;
It repeats itself over and over,
Bringing no added joy to my days or lift to my spirit.
I will sing a new song.
I must learn the new song for the new needs.
I must fashion new words born of all the new growth
of my life– of my mind– of my spirit.
I must prepare for new melodies that have
never been mine before,
That all that is within me may lift my voice unto God.

Therefore, I shall rejoice with each new day
And delight my spirit in each fresh unfolding.
I will sing, this day, a new song unto the Lord.

Gathering Hymn

Opening Acclamation
Blessed be our one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.
Presider may say the following:
Jesus said,

The Rev. Martha Sipe

The Rev. Anna Woofenden

"The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:
The Lord your God is the only Lord.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul,
with all your mind,
and with all your strength.
The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no commandment greater than these."

The Collect for All Saints’ Day
God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Mark 12:29-31

The Rev. Martha Sipe

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable
joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.
First Reading: Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
The Rev. Nina R. Pooley
In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of
his head as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: I, Daniel, saw in my
vision by night the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, and four great
beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another.
As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head
terrified me. I approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all
this. So he said that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: “As
for these four great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. But the holy ones
of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom
forever—forever and ever.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people,
Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 149

The Rev. Martha Sipe

1 Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord| a new song,
God’s praise in the assembly | of the faithful.
2 Let Israel rejoice | in their maker;
let the children of Zion be joyful | in their ruler.
3 Let them praise their maker’s | name with dancing;
let them sing praise with tambou- | rine and harp.
4 For the Lord takes pleasure | in the people
and adorns the | poor with victory. R
5 Let the faithful re- | joice in triumph;
let them sing for joy | on their beds.
6 Let the praises of God be | in their throat
and a two-edged sword | in their hand,
7 to wreak vengeance | on the nations
and punishment | on the peoples,
8 to bind their | kings in chains
and their nobles with | links of iron,
9 to inflict on them the judg- | ment decreed;
this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. | Hallelujah! R

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:11-23

The Rev. Anna Woofenden

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to
the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will,
so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own
people, to the praise of his glory.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches,
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

Gospel: Luke 6:20-31

The Rev. Martha Sipe

The Rev. Dn. Jason Burns

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, Lord Christ
Then [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you,
and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy,
for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets.
“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
“Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to
the false prophets.

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on
the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not
withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone
takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have
them do to you.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ
The Bishop’s Address

The Rt. Rev. Douglas Fisher

The Apostles' Creed
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Rev. Martha Sipe

Prayers of the People
The Rev. Dn. Jason Burns
Holy One, guard and direct your Church everywhere
in the way of unity, service, and praise;
strengthen and support Douglas our Bishop, Michael our Presiding Bishop,
and all who minister in your Church.
Gracious God:
Hear the prayers of your people.
Give to all nations an awareness of the unity of the human family;
help us to hear and honor each other’s voices
so that we might establish true peace,
grounded in justice and mercy.
Reconciling God:
Hear the prayers of your people.
Help us to use your creation for your greater praise,
that all may share the good things you provide.
Redeemer God:
Hear the prayers of your people.
Set free all who are bound by fear and despair,
and comfort those who are ill.
Sustain all who bring comfort, care and healing.
We ask your blessing particularly for those entrusted to our prayers:
(please add your intercessions.)
Compassionate God:
Hear the prayers of your people.
Grant eternal rest to those who have died,
and consolation to those who mourn.
The reading of the Necrology
Milton R. Barnes, Jr.

The Rev. Dn. Jason Burns,
The Rev. Nina Pooley

Utako Dwyer
The Rev. Gordon J. Dean
The Rev. Harry Finkenstaedt Jr.
The Rev. James Harkins
The Rev. Dcn. Mary Hicks
The Rev. Chisato Kitagawa
Crawford Lincoln
The Rev. Charles O’Brien
The Rev. Dr. Ralph Peterson
The Rev. Dcn. Phyllis Gwendolyn Sears
Bertyne Rice Smith
Please add your own intercessions
Merciful God:
Hear the prayers of your people.
Concluding Collect:
The Rev. Anna Woofenden
God of mercy, you have given us grace to pray with one heart and one voice; and
have promised to hear our prayers whenever two or three gather in your name;
fulfill now, we pray, the prayers and longings of your people as may be best for us
and for your kingdom. Grant us in this world to know your truth, and in the world
to come to see your glory. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The Rev. Nina R. Pooley

Offertory Sentence:

The Rev. Nina R. Pooley

Alleluia. See what love has been given to us, that we should be called children of
God; for indeed so we are. Alleluia.
1 John 3:1

The Great Thanksgiving
God be with you.
And also with you.

The Rt. Rev. Douglas Fisher

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to our God.
Let us give thanks to the Holy One.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Blessed be your name throughout the earth, Loving God, for you have created
wonders and, from the beginning, have drawn every living thing into communion
with you. In the bounty of your creation you fashioned land and sea, sun and stars,
plants and animals, that we might know the constancy of your love for us. In
covenant life you drew a people to yourself, to give and receive love in your name.
In the fullness of time you drew near to us in your Son, to bind us to you in the
promise of everlasting life. In every age you surround us with a great company of
saints that we might be bound to one another in this world that you so love. And
so, with the company of earth and heaven we praise your name and join the
unending hymn.
Sanctus (spoken)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Joy and gladness are our song, redeeming God, for in Jesus you came among us in
grace and truth, that we might abide in you and you in us.
On their last night together, Jesus gathered with his friends around the table. He
took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, "Take,
eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup. Again, he gave you thanks, and gave it to his friends
saying, "Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me."
Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.
Gracious God, you gather us in one faith, one hope, and one baptism. Pour out
your Holy Spirit upon your church and empower us to share our lives and gifts for
the life of your world. Sanctify this bread and cup that they may be for us the body
and blood of your Son.
Breathe your Spirit upon all flesh, and bring us to the day when we shall be raised
up with all your saints, and made one with you and one another in Christ Jesus, and
there shall be one life, one hope, and one joy shared in you. In the company of your
Holy Trinity, through whom, and with whom, and in whom, all honor and glory are
yours, now and forever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Fraction:
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
The Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Remembering that Christ is present equally in each consecrated element, you are
welcome to receive both bread and wine, or just one kind.
Wine will be given directly from the common cup. If you would prefer, you may
reverence the wine, using the bread to make the sign of the cross.
Gluten-free wafers are available at each station.
If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.
Post Communion Prayer:
The Rt. Rev. Douglas Fisher
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
UTO Ingathering and Blessing
Bishop’s Blessing

CLOSING
O When the Saints Go Marching In The Rev. Martha Sipe, and Kell Julliard

The Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Dn Jason Burns
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Convention Eucharist
Liturgical Resources
Welcome - written by The Rev. Anna Woofenden. Nations acknowledged drawn from
https://native-land.ca/.
The Opening Acclamation is from Enriching Our Worship.
The Sentences following are from Book of Common Prayer 351, Penitential Order, Rite II.
The Prayers of the People are adapted from the Book of Alternative Services, Anglican
Church of Canada. The concluding collect is adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book.
The Eucharistic Prayer was created by The Rev. Dr. Nina R. Pooley, and primarily inspired
by Eucharistic Prayers, written by Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher. While drawn from more
than 20 of their liturgies, the primary one is the Eucharistic Prayer for World Communion
Sunday.
The Fraction is from Enriching our Worship.
Musical Resources
“Shall We Gather at the River.” Words: Robert Lowry. Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert
Lowry. Words and music in public domain.
“Sing a New Song.” Words: Paul Inwood. Music: Paul Inwood. Words and music © 1995,
OCP. Streamed and reprinted under OneLicense M-401646. All rights reserved.
“Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In.” Words: African American spiritual. Music: WHEN
THE SAINTS, African American spiritual. Words and music in public domain.
Re-gathering hymn: “Come Sing a New Song.” Words: Herman J. Stuempfle Jr. © 1995,
OCP. Streamed and reprinted under OneLicense M-401646. Music: LYONS, Charles Wesley.
Music in public domain.

